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The following erratum is issued for RFA AR-99-001, which was issued on September 16, 1998.

The REVIEW CRITERIA section should read as follows:

Review Criteria

The goals of NIH-supported research are to advance our understanding of biological systems,
improve the control of disease, and enhance health. In the written comments, reviewers will be
asked to discuss the following aspects of the application in order to judge the likelihood that the
proposed research will have a substantial impact on the pursuit of these goals. Each of these
criteria will be addressed and considered in assigning the overall score, weighting them as
appropriate for each application. Note that the application does not need to be strong in all
categories to be judged likely to have major scientific impact and thus deserve a high priority
score. For example, an investigator may propose to carry out important work that by its nature is

not innovative but is essential to move a field forward.

(1) Significance. Does this study address an important problem? If the aims of the application
are achieved, how will scientific knowledge be advanced? What will be the effect of these studies

on the concepts or methods that drive this field?

(2) Approach. Are the conceptual framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately
developed, well-integrated, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the applicant

acknowledge potential problem areas and consider alternative tactics?

(3) Innovation. Does the project employ novel concepts, approaches or method?
Are the aims original and innovative? Does the project challenge existing paradigms or develop

new methodologies or technologies?
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(4) Investigator. |s the investigator appropriately trained and well suited to carry out this work? Is
the work proposed appropriate to the experience level of the principal investigator and other

researchers (if any)?

(5) Environment. Does the scientific environment in which the work will be done contribute to the
probability of success? Do the proposed experiments take advantage of unique features of the
scientific environment or employ useful collaborative arrangements? Is there evidence of

institutional support?

In addition, the adequacy of plans to include both genders, minorities and their subgroups, and
children as appropriate for the scientific goals of the research will be reviewed. Plans for the

recruitment and retention of subjects will also be evaluated.

The initial review group will also examine the provisions for the protection of human and animal
subjects, the safety of the research environment, and conformance with the NIH Guidelines for

the Inclusion of Women and Minorities as Subjects in Clinical Research.

INQUIRIES

Inquiries regarding this RFA may be directed to:

Dr. Susana A. Serrate-Sztein
Rheumatic Diseases

45 Center Drive, Room 5AS-37G
Bethesda, MD 20892-6500
Telephone: (301) 594-5032
FAX: (301) 480-4543

Email: SzteinS@ep.niams.nih.gov

Dr. Bernadette Tyree

Cartilage and Connective Tissue
45 Center Drive, Room 5AS-37J
Bethesda, MD 20892-6500
Telephone: (301) 594-5032
FAX: (301) 594-4543

Email: TyreeB@ep.niams.nih.gov
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Muscle Biology
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Email: LymnR@ep.niams.nih.gov
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45 Center Drive, Room 5AS-37K
Bethesda, MD 20892-6500
Telephone: (301) 594-5055
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Skin Diseases

45 Center Drive, Room 5AS-25L
Bethesda, MD 20892-6500
Telephone: (301) 594-5017

FAX: (301) 480-4543

Email: MoshellA@ep.niams.nih.gov

Dr. William J. Sharrock

Bone Biology

45 Center Drive, Room 5AS-37A
Bethesda, MD 20892-6500
Telephone: (301) 594-5055
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Email: SharrocW@ep.niams.nih.gov
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